Nestled among towering pines on Lake Haydén, this
7.200-square-foot home is a master class in thoughtful,
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enise Morrison of Orange County, California-based
Morrison Interiors decided it was time to build a
getaway for herself, her husband and her extended
family of grown children and grandchildren. While
visiting friends on Lake Hayden in northern Idaho, she saw a
waterfront lot for sale. As it turns out, it was actually three lots
for sale—plenty of room for a lakeside family retreat. The location
had the right blend of open-air beauty and serenity she craved,
so she purchased the lots.

Morrison then called architect Chris Brandon of Brandon
Architects in Costa Mesa, California, to ask him to design the
family’s new home. They had worked together on many residential
projects over the years and mutually admired each other’s skills.
She gave Brandon a mere five inspiration photos to highlight
what she wanted. “I didn't want to creatively put him in a box by
giving too much direction,” Morrison says. “I trusted him before
we ever started this project.”

Brandon responded by designing a pavilion-style home as a
series of buildings spread out over the land. Three main structures,
or pavilions, are connected by glass breezeways that provide a
sense of architectural layering and history. One pavilion containg
the main living spaces, the second is comprised of bedrooms, and
the third encompasses the garage and additional guest quarters.
“The design resonated with Denise,” he says. “She didn't want
an ostentatious mansion but a home that fit within the existing
northern Idaho vernacular. Breaking the home into three compo-
nents gave us the ability to subtly orient each structure to capture
the best views of the lake.”

The pavilion architecture ensures the home is as comfortable
for two as it is for the 16 people it sleeps when all family members
gather at once. Its thoughtful design provides a place to create
treasured memories together while having separate spaces to
retreat to at the end of the day.

The design team leaned on Idaho builder Aspen Homes to
bring its collaborative project to life. Once construction was
finished, Morrison set about imparting her signature aesthetic
into the home’s interiors—an elevated, luxurious style that
is livable and comfortable for her family that spans three
generations. Her firm was integral to designing all the interior
architecture along the way as well as furnishings once the project
was completed. She layered raw, organic materials and mixed
them with refined sculptural furnishings such as a coffee table
crafted from wood slices, which forms an unexpectedly modern,
sculptural shape. The resulting design is a collected home that
feels as if it has evolved over time.
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The textural medley
continues in the kitchen and
dining room, with Ann Sacks
tile and leathered granite

counter
wood Nori stoolsfrom

House of Morrison (the
designer's sister company),
and matte black Visual
Comfort pendants.




The great room'’s textural
variety complements nature's
palette as seen through
the open glass sliders. “I
gravitate to earth tones
because they are nature's
colors and transcend the
trends,” designer Denise
Morrison says. A soft Marc
Phillips rug adds another
element to the diversity

of fibers in the room.
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FRILLS AND BLISS

Combining luxury and comfort in a home can be tricky. Designer Denise Morrison advises how to add
elevated design elements that everyone feels comfortable using. “Morrison Interiors’ ethos is ‘creating
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homes that people can live in,"” she says. “It's a fail if it's a beautiful design, but no one wants to sit
down or they are uncomfortable. | have raised four sons, and | understand the importance of comfort.”

USE PERFORMANCE FABRICS FOR ELEGANCE AND WASHABILITY "My chocolate sofa in the living room
hides spills and dirt,” she says. “Performance fabrics have come a long way and look luxurious.” The uneven
surface of nubby textures also camouflages stains better than smooth fabrics. HEATED LIMESTONE FLOORS
IN BATHROOMS ARE PRACTICAL, YET LUXURIOUS “The heat feels so nice underfoot in a mountain home,”
she says. SOFT RUGS ARE A TREAT FOR THE FEET "Wool is easy to clean; striations on the carpeting

hide stains,” she explains. “Vintage rugs, even with a little wear and tear, have already been proven by the

test of time. Their character makes them special.” DURABLE COUNTERTOP SURFACES MAKE UNIQUE
STATEMENTS "I chose leathered granite for the kitchen counters. They are durable with a lux texture.”

THIS PAGE:Li eem, the dining room has expansive views of the lake'and H
indoor=ettdoor flow to the adjacent furnished deck. The Thea dining .
and A pine dining chairs are from House of Morrison; fabric is by Lee Jofa
in. OPPOSITE TOP: The architect brought exterior materials inside, such as
Jar siding that continues onto the interior foyer wall. OPPOSITE BOTTOM:
always do a double-take at the hide wallpaper in the media room, and
ediately want to touch it,” Morrison says. Wallpaper is from Elitis.




An earthy color palette of terra-cotta, sage, olive and onyx
reflects the natural surroundings outside the floor-to-ceiling
windows and expansive glass doors facing the lake. Morrison’s
choice of a black stone slab with terra-cotta veining for the kitch-
en’s range hood set the tone for the home’s palette. “I love earthy
tones like terra-cottq; they are grounding,” she says.

While luxury was top-of-mind during the design process,
Morrison also intended the home to be comfortable and lived-
in. Full-length sliding glass doors in the main spaces open to
the lake and facilitate a seamless flow of indoor-outdoor living.
Designed for effortless gathering and connection, spaces such
as the lower-level media room and bar are an extension of the
landscape. “In the summer months, the doors will be wide open,
and guests move fluidly between the bar, the seating areas
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and the water’s edge,” Morrison says.
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The bespoke Idaho lake house has become the ultimate place
for the Morrison family to unplug from the world and reconnect
with each other. Much more than a vacation home, this retreat
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is a legacy property designed to be cherished for generations. ©
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RIGHT: Many of the bedrooms have water views. BELOW: The
primary suite is designed to feel both serene and indulgent. “l love
the size of the primary suite and that the view from the bedroom'’s
windows changes every day like a living work of art,” says Morrison.
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»> For a guide to this home's products and pros, visit mountainliving.com/MakingMemories

A heated Ann Sacks N0|r !Ey I|m stone floor

beneath a sculptural soaking tub.adds richness
to the primary bathroom. The jewel-box setting
continues the theme of organic luxury and harmon-
ious sanctuar% where every'detail is considered.
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